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Excerpts from "Reflections" 
by Steina Vasulka 


www.particles.de/paradocs/hyenadays/reflect.htm! 


My love affair with art was all-consuming from the 
time | was eight or nine until my late teens. | lived by 
it. | went to every concert, theatre play, opera, and 
gallery show. Nothing else in life made any sense to 
me. | never chose to be an artist, | just knew | 
wouldn't work in a bank or wait on tables. | loved 
playing my violin, but when faced with the prospect 
of being a professional musician, | realized | had 
made a dreadful mistake. | found myself in New York 
going from gig to gig wondering there was not more 
to life than black dress and meager fees. | had met 
Woody (partner Woody Vasulka) in the early sixties in 
Prague, where | was studying music at the time, and 
by the mid-sixties we arrived in New York. Woody 
was a filmmaker, and through his film contacts he 
came across video in 1969, and both of our lives were 
changed forever. Woody introduced me to his new 
discovery -- video. What arush! It was like falling in 











Steina, performing "Violin Power 


love, | never looked back. As soon as | had a video camera 
in my hand -- as soon as | had that majestic flow of time in 
under control -- | knew | had my medium. 


The creative process for me is a tremendous pleasure, 
even when it is painful, like when | feel inadequate to the 
task. People perceive this pleasure in my work and often 
object "but you are just playing" -- a comment that in 
turn gives me a tremendous pleasure! 


The motivation to make art seems to come from a deep 
desire to community, and for some artists to communicate 
on a massive scale - something that does not particularly 
interest me. | see no qualitative difference in more 
people versus one person if | am communicating. Our 
whole existence seems to be about communications. It 
cuts through cultures, languages, continents. It also cuts 
through time: we spend so much time with people we 
have never met, often long dead. But the primary moti- 
vation for all art, is to communicate yourself to yourself - 
which is a spiritual idea. it has been the sad lot of many 
artists to communicate only to future audiences, but there 
have been lucky communication coincidences where art- 
ists and their audiences were in the same place at the 
same time. Paris in the twenties was like that. New York 
in the late sixties was like that for us. It was a luxury. 


Steina Vasulka was born in Reykjavik, Iceland. She stud- 
ied at the music conversatory in Prague. She met Woody 
Vasulka in the early sixties, and movied to New York in 
1965. There, Steina worked as a freelance musician, and 
worked with partner Woody in making art with electronic 
sounds, stroboscopic lights, and video. {In 1971, with 
Andreas Mannick, they founded The Kitchen, a media arts 
theater. Since 1980, Steina has lived and worked in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. She has received fellowships from the 
New York State Council for the Arts, the National Endow- 
ment for the Arts, the Corporation for Public Broadcast- 
ing, and the Guggenheim Foundation. With Woody, she 
received the American Film Institute Maya Deren Award 
in 1992, and the Siemens Media Arts Prize in 1995. 
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